DEFINING THE ROCKY MOUNTAIN CYCLIST

moulii

tamﬂyw

aumber 10 $5.95 UNRAVELING THE HANDMADE WHEEL

www.mountainflyer.com

530 MILES, 60,000 FEET: THIS IS A RACE?
MYSTERIES OF THE KAIBAB CRESCENT
A TWO-WHEELED SCAVENGER HUNT




Before things got really ugly, st Penzareia (in foreground] follows his
teamimate Grant Smith thraugh & swoupng drop during Staga 1 from
Shawanigan Lake to Cowichan.
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Left: Emerging from the woods af pain, two Aders anjoy anather stage f
the BC Bike Race.
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[ellsworth] Price (rameani 82285
EVD I.‘VE Weight ({frameonly): 6.05 Ibs.

www.ellsworthbikes.com
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The Right 29er Formula

U oo 1 and getting old and rickeny so Iman Favor of o
bk that fits hetter. climbs easier and goes laster wathou actuul-
Iy working harder. Better living through engineering, | suppose.
If it wererit for past experiences with 29¢rs thal [ecl rippry and
handle like an old Wirnehago with an averloaded roel rack,
fhen 1 would have grabbed & gun and joined the 29¢ revolution
leng sgo. That's the dilliculry though: 2¢-inch wheels are the
sircular equivalent of stifts for your hicycle. 5o, couid the new
1 the efficiency benelits of a 29r without
compromising its technical savvy? | had high hopes.

Elcworth Evobee delix

The Evolve is Ellsworth
teply to the call for a mmble
30er that can conguer technical

SR

ok with grace and agili-

b 1 15 designed with a recom-
mended {our inchies of [ront and
rearwheel travel and is miend-
gl for criss-country Tidmg,
Ellsworths feamred {rame
desionisn patented vardation of
the traditional four-bar hnk
disbhed IO T or lnstant Center

Tk
L &

fracking. The Evolve usesa
special 29er version of
Fllswarth's 1ET design W connt
T suSpensiom o wression wilh
farces generated by chain
wrque. A pivot on the chainseay
sliminates the arcing rear axle
path foumd on similar rocker-
link designs. The Cvolves alu-
wimum Fame is heavily gusset

ed and uses square tubingon. §
h L]

the searstavs and chainstays lov . {

imicreased tarsional stiflness:

Gt of the hox, the
Evolves shapely pussers and neat, even welds looked profession-
A and scconnted for a very good-looking bike. There isno set
gmppo for produchion, so component chicice Grnithe Evolve is
purcly up to individual decision This test hike came equipped
with high-end components from Shimano. FSA, Thomsor and
Ringle as well as a RockShox Reba 10 nvim fork and a Fos Flial
R <hock. This bike has a smoke anodized finish, and theve are
faur other finishes available, T'm s lunction-over-form type i |
auy: 5o the seratch-resistant durability of the anodized Gnish was
an extra honus, and it will loek good lor years 1o come,

O the trail. | was immediately impressed with how still
and tesponsive the Evolve rides. I truly feels like there ure four
inches of rear suspension travel huffering the blow of big
impacits, yet the bike doesii flex br feel wobbly: Tibe shape
manipulation. wise gusser placement and burly-looking CNEW
alusmiivum rocker arms contribute Lo confidence m rotigh ter-
cain. 1 was as comfortable railing straight ahead through s mess
Bvolve as | am oo 26-inch nrounkain
hikes with similar travel. My test bikes 45,5 inch wheclbase is
comparable 1o that of my downhill bike, and it feels very stable

of jagged rocks on the

The Ellsworth Evolve has classic ings anid rides [ike it has clagsic gaometry.

at high speeds in general,

Low speeds and especially low-speed eormering ave where

the going gets tough, Cornering on &y 2@er is 4 bit awkward,

especially tight comering, Just by nawure ol the largee wheel,
20ers distribure weight higher above the gronnd, and the wheel-
base spreads out o allew nre/pedal

tirefframne clearance in the back. A high center of gravity arid

Jeurance up front and

Jomg wheelhase make for clumsy cornering, bur thege ave ways
1 help offset the ride characteristics.
The Fvolve uses & camparahly steep 72-degree head tabe

angle which effectively tightens up handling and tucks the front
wheel undereath the rider. The 136 inch bottom brackel
height is not remarkably low, but s low enough 1o help distrib
ute weight closer to the ground and add rostabilive 1 waswor-
Fied shont clearnce issues but never haid any crankarm digs
that couldrt have been avoided with a berter-polished tech-
e,

The Evolve is tnore nimble and capable m the tec hnical
Loctinns than 1 had even hoped for. 1ts ot on par with the agil
1y ol a 26-inch wheeled bike, but that’s not a fair expectation. 1
had a Few 28er moments where | felt like | was top-heavy, bt
ihe Lviolve never felt spindly or flimsy in the rough stull. Many
limes, especially in prolonged sections of smiall rocks and roots,
the Evolve felt significantly more sure-footed than my rradition-
a2l motintain bike: There are several lamiliar rock gardens and
techmical sections on my local trails in Crested Butie, Colo
where | am faster on the Fvaolve. no doubt about it

Ihe Evolve is not at all suired for big jumps, butitsa

standaat in the climbing arena. The suspension feels snappy ani]

5o

power and acceleration is immediate with the Evalve, but just as
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Custom anodizing provides a subtle and unique
finish on the Evolve frame.

Eljswortii's patented Instant Center Tragking St
makesithe Evolve different from any other VBRI




The Finest in
Bicycle Sales & Service

Speclallzlng m l:ustnm Bilie Bullds

Ellsworth RIDE
and Full suspension
Demo Bikes

Ready to Rip!

YEAR-ROUND SHOP
bicycles to fit every need

wwuw.moontimecyclery.com

ROAD BIRES @ 29ers
FULL SUSPENSION
H'l CYCLOCROSS

Expertly staffed
B & well stocked repair facility

with Colorado's first environmentally safe
ULTRA-SONIC PARTS CLEANING SYSTEM
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